I will be dealing with an unusually important question in this week’s mailbag: is it right to
consider Judaism and Christianity monotheistic?

QUESTION:
Aren’t Judaism and Christianity really henotheistic rather than monotheistic? For example,
even in the 10 Commandments it merely says YHWH is the only god to be worshiped, not
that He is the only god. And in Christianity there is the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit,
Satan, angels and demons, and in some sects, Mary the queen of heaven. And I would think
all the pagans coming into the church would bring along their polytheistic thinking –
perhaps that is part of the reason Jesus was elevated to the status of God.

RESPONSE:
This is a very good question, and as you might imagine, a lot of it comes down to how one
defines one’s terms. One set of definitions involves the actual terms themselves. Normally
“Monotheism” is understood to be the belief that there is only one God, no other;
“Henotheism” is the belief that there are other gods, but only one of them is to be
worshiped. The other set of definitions is more a matter of categories: what constitutes a
“god”? Are all supernatural and superhuman beings who dwell in heaven to be considered
gods? For example, are archangels a kind of god? Some people (ancient and modern)
would say yes, others would say no.
And so, is it better to call Judaism and Christianity monotheistic or henotheistic?
My view is …
To see the rest of this post, you need to belong to the blog. If you don’t belong yet, JOIN! It
costs less than an order of fries a month, and is *so* much better for you. And every dime
you pay goes to charity — so, unlike a trip to Burger King, there is no downside!
You need to be logged in to see this part of the content. Please Login to access.

How Do We Know What Jesus Said or Did? The Criterion of Dissimilarity in Practice
Were the Disciples Martyred for Believing the Resurrection? A Blast From the Past

