I am devoting this thread to understanding why the Apocalypse of Peter did not make it into
the New Testament, when other Petrine books, especially 2 Peter, did make it in. I’ve
summarized what happens in both these books, but to contextualize my remarks further, I
have to provide information on yet another Petrine book that did not make it in, the “Gospel
of Peter.” I’ve talked about this Gospel several times on the blog before, but since it is
important to the train of thought here, I need to devote a couple of posts to it again. Here is
what I say about the discovery of the manuscript (the manuscript that also contained the
Apocalypse of Peter) and its contents. This discussion is taken from my book The Other
Gospels, co-authored and edited with my colleague Zlatko Plese.
************************************************************
What we now call the Gospel of Peter was found in one of the most remarkable
archaeological discoveries of Christian texts in the nineteenth century. In the winter season
of 1886-87 a French archaeological team headed by M. Grébant was digging in Akhmîm in
Upper Egypt, in a portion of a cemetery that contained graves ranging from the eighth to
the twelfth centuries CE. They uncovered the grave of a person they took to be a Christian
monk, who had been buried with a book. Among other things, the book contained a
fragmentary copy of a Gospel written in the name of Peter.
It is a parchment manuscript …
To see the rest of this post, you will need to belong to the blog. If you aren’t a member yet,
now’s the best time to join! Your membership fee will all go to charity, and you will learn
about early Christianity to your heart’s content!
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