I was invited to read from my book, “Did Jesus Exist: The Historical Argument for Jesus of
Nazareth” at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Bulls Head Bookshop on
Wednesday, March 21st, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. Here is a video of the event.
To give you an idea of the topic, the back cover of the book reads, “Large numbers of
atheists, humanists, and conspiracy theorists are raising one of the most pressing questions
in the history of religion: ‘Did Jesus exist at all?’ Was he invented out of whole cloth for
nefarious purposes by those seeking to control the masses? Or was Jesus such a shadowy
figure—far removed from any credible historical evidence—that he bears no meaningful
resemblance to the person described in the Bible? In Did Jesus Exist? historian and Bible
expert Bart Ehrman confronts these questions, vigorously defends the historicity of Jesus,
and provides a compelling portrait of the man from Nazareth. The Jesus you discover here
may not be the Jesus you had hoped to meet—but he did exist, whether we like it or not.”
I should say that one of the things that struck me, quite forcefully, in the aftermath of the
publication of the book, was just how virulent, mean-spirited, and militant some atheists can
be. The hate-mail and hate-response that I received for this book from the far left was
absolutely as vehement as the hate-mail and hate-response that I have received for other
books from the far right. It’s not easy being a historian, wanting simply to know what
happened in the past, when so many have so many vested interests in having things their
own way. Many of the mythicists are simply fundamentalists of a different stripe. Or so I’ve
experienced! Anyway, here’s the book reading:
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